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Buksaetong:

A Seasonal Custom Event of
Suwon 1Traditional Culture Center

Written by : Choi In—ae(Traditional Culture Business Division)

Two beautiful Hanok (traditional Korean houses), which were considered as more elegant looking than the Hwaseong
Haenggung Fortress, were previously erectedinside Suwon Hwaseong Fortress near the Janganmun gate. The Hanok
building, which even features an expansive front yard and a small-plot field, exudes a certain amount of mysterious
aura, thereby leaving the visitors hesitant in entering the place. However, the buildingis open to the public, and it
houses the Suwon Traditional Culture Center (STCC), where traditional Korean culture education and experience
programs are offered.

STCC has just turned one year since its opening on March 30, 2015. It accommodates the traditional lifestyle
experience center, etiquette education center, and surrounding areas. STCC was originally intended for a traditional
culture education facility, and it has attracted a steady number of visitors with its beautiful attractions. The Hanok
Technology Exhibition Center is currently being built, and it is scheduled for completion within this year. These
structures are continuously being built in the surrounding areas, and they are
expected to become the new tourist hub within Suwon Hwaseong Fortress.

In line with such developmentthis year, STCC has decided to hold the
seasonal custom event every month in order to promote the traditional
Korean culture and to stimulate thevisitors’ curiosity. The event known as
“Buksaetong” (literally, “hustle and bustle”) comes from the acronym of the
Korean expression of a new traditional culturalexperience at the northern
gate of Suwon Hwaseong Fortress. Each month, STCC presents lectures on
humanities that are suitable for the monthly seasonal customs, traditional

culture, traditional game experience events, customary food, and the making

- Mandala drawing

and drinking of tea. Major traditional seasonal holidays,
including Dano, Chuseok, and Jungyangjeol, will feature
brightly colored performing events and citizen participation in

the folklore games.

Five Fun Activities in Five Months -

Munbae and Ipchunbang (Spring Entry
Message) from January to Buddha’s Birthday
Holiday in May

Ipchun, the spring commencement date, is the first part of
the 24 sub-seasons of the year in celebrating the new year and
leaving behind the previousone. In January 29, we held the
seasonal custom event of Buksaetong with the theme focusing
on Munbae (originally known as the “royal paintings granted
to the subjects”) and Ipchunbang (spring entry message). We
mvited the famous cartoonist Yu Yeong-suk to give lectures on
Ipchun and Munbae. Together with the Intangible Heritage
No. 38 course graduate, Kim Yeong-hun, we crafted Munbae
and Ipchunbang to welcome the spring season and give our
best wishes for the whole year. Our forefathers posted Munbae
and Ipchunbang on the house walls andgates in order to expel
the evil spirits and welcome a new year.

In February, we celebrated the Full Moon event, whereinthe
temple food specialist Buddhist Priest Jigyeon delivered
lectures on humanities, together with the making of Ogok-bap

Munbae(3Z4jf) drawing

(five-grain rice). The five grains of Ogok-bap (glutinous rice,
glutinous millet, red adzuki beans, glutinous sorghum, and
black soybean) symbolize a prayer for an abundant harvest.
The visitors of STCC shared their own cooked Ogok-bap and
paid their tribute toour forefathers” harmonious spirits.

The March seasonal event theme of Farm Servants’ Day
featured the lectures by traditional food specialist Kim Su-
yeong, the making of Meosecom-tteok (rice cake of servants),
and the making of wood poles with a bird atop it, which
symbolizesthe act of praying for best wishes. On Servants’
Day, villagers hold a feast prior to a full-swing farming season
in order to encourage the farm servants, as well as offer them
plenty of food and liquor.

The April event featured Samjitnal Day, where in the swallows
returned to the country after migrating to the warm southern
region. During this time, when the trees sprouted new leaves
and the flowers bloomed in the mountains and fields, the
Korean forefathers joined the Hwajeon-nori game in groups.
Hwajeon is a rice pancake with flower patterns. The visitors of
STCC tried to make Hwajeon outdoors.

On the first golden weekend holiday of May, along with a
temporary holiday, an event was held to celebrate Buddha’s
Birthday in the frontyard of STCC where in events, such as
Mandara (Buddha) drawing, the making of Minariganghoe
(small rolls of boiled dropworts or scallions), and the tasting of

lotus tea, appealed tomany citizens and tourists.

Humanities class

1€
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Seven Breathtaking Events in Seven Months -
From Dano Holiday in June to Winter Solstice
in December

Dano Holiday falls on May 5, according to the lunar calendar.
It is the day with the strongest Yang spirit, thereby making it one
of Korea’s three major traditional holidays, together with the
Lunar New Year Day and Chuseok holiday. Many events, such
as washing the hair in aniris-soaked water, picking of mugwort
and motherwort, swing riding, archery, and Ssireum (Korean
wrestling), among other folklore games, have been executed
on Dano Holiday. In addition, the king granted gifts, such as
Jehotang (a tea tonic), Okchudan (an herbal medicine), Acho
(a tiger made of mugwort, bamboo, etc.), and Dano fans, to his
subjects. For three days (_June 3-5) on Dano Holiday, STCC will
conduct a large-scale gala event by adding traditional cultural
performing events to the seasonal customary event, Buksactong
The event will feature the making of Jehotang (a tea tonic),
the making of Surichi-tteok (rice cake with marsh plant and
mugwort), and the tasting of plum tea, as well as trying on
Dano costumes and offering lectures on humanities. On June 4
and 5, STCC will hold Dano’s signature event, Ssireum (Korean
wrestling) contests, on its front yard. Together with the exciting
performance of the Pungmulgutpae Troupe, the performing
contests will be held in the categories of general people,

children, women, male youth, and adults. The Ssireum Club

of Kyonggi University, which is well known for its strongest
Ssireum team, will demonstrate a Ssireum match, and the
losers” arm wrestling contest is also going to be held.

In the middle of summer, Yudu ( July) and Chilseok (August)
events will be held to allow the participants to taste heat-
lowering food and tea. During the Chuseok Holiday event
in September, which is the month of harvesting, STGC will
present its wide array of unique food. We are going to conduct
the representative Korean performing events and tug-of-war
contests. In October; we are going to conduct the Jungyangjeol
event, in association with the Suwon Hwaseong Fortress
Cultural Festival, which will feature diverse experience events
and performing events. In addition, we are going to hold the
Antack ritual in November and the Winter Solstice event in
December, thereby wrapping up all of the year’s events.

For the ancient Korean forefathers, who were engaged in
farming, the seasonal change was important for them. The
traditional seasonal customs, which were repeated annually,
were festivals to encourage cooperation and unity among the
agricultural society. They re-invigorated their energy amidst
their hard working attitude toward farming, while mingling with
their neighbors and enjoying nature. As agriculture gave way
to other industries, the seasonal customs are gradually fading,
but we still have to live peacefully with our neighbors and with
nature. Please visit and enjoy the various traditional events at

STCC,

STCC’s Schedule for Seasonal Custom ‘Buksaetong’ Events (June 2016 onward)

Seasonal Custom Events
Event Schedule (Date)

. Traditional Cultural Performing

Surichi-tteok rice cake, Jeho

June 3(Friday)~ June 5(Sunday) Dano(June 9) tea tonic, Dano costumes, and Pungmulgut and Ssireum contests
lectures on humanities

July 14(Thursday) ~ July 16(Saturday) Yudu (July 18)

August 9(Tuesday) Chilseok (August 9)

September 8(Thursday)~ September 10 Chuseok(September 15)

Mask dance and tug-of-war contest

(Saturday)
October 6(Thursday)~ October 8 Jungyangjeol(October 9) Pungr.lyu perfor_ming event and fusion
(Saturday) traditional music performance
November 1(Tuesday)~ November
Antaek
2(Wednesday) nae
December 16(Friday)~ December 17 Winter Solstice
(Saturday) (December 21)

# All schedules and major events may be subject to change.
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